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Publication Closure Announcement

Blissful Culture Quarterly was first launched in 1994 and has
been published for 32 years, until 2026. The purpose of this
quarterly publication has been to promote Jen Chen Buddhism,
purify hearts and minds in society, spread a culture of bliss, and
help build a pure land on Earth.

However, with the rapid advancement of information technology,
many people now read Buddhist books and listen to Dharma
teachings online.

In view of this, the Editorial Committee of Blissful Culture
Quarterly has decided that Issue No. 108 will be the final issue,
and publication will cease thereafter.

With deepest gratitude, the Editorial Committee would like to
thank all readers for their heartfelt support and encouragement
over the past 32 years. It is because of your support that Blissful
Culture Quarterly has been able to continue its journey until today.

29 May 2026
Editorial Committee of Blissful Culture Quarterly
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Experiencing It Personally Prevails
Over Just Learning About It
Translated Article

For those of us from the subtropical climate
regions, while knowing colder regions have snow
during winter, we can only imagine what the majestic
snow-capped mountains and pillowy white pastures
look like. Unless we personally take the trip to visit
those colder climate regions, we rely on seeing the
snowy scenes from movies and TV shows. At the same
time, no matter how good our imagination might be,
unless we experience it personally, the real beauty of
a wintery landscape is still far different from how we
imagine it.

I've lived in the United States for years, but
never in the continental climate regions. | have never
encountered snowstorms or experienced a white-
out that paralyzed the city, nor the inconvenience
of shoveling snow to move about. | also have never
experienced below-freezing temperature that almost
restricts the body’s movement. Thus, | can’t relate to
the experience of living in a winter wonderland.
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Nevertheless, a northbound freeway near the

mission has a section that goes through a mountain
with a high altitude. It is about 4,000 feet in elevation
on the highest section. From winter to early spring,
if the temperature is low enough with high humidity,
that area will have snow. If there is a heavy snowfall,
even the freeway will be closed. | remember our
Venerable Master Shen-Kai mentioned that one year,
they took that northbound freeway to visit another
Jen-Chen Buddhism mission, and they encountered a
heavy snowstorm. The freeway had to be shut down.
They had to spend a night at a nearby hotel before
continuing their journey.
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In one winter, | drove by the high-altitude area
of the freeway. | noticed the glistening snow on the
nearby mountaintops. After parking the car at a rest
stop, | finally had a chance to enjoy the serene beauty
of the snow-covered landscape. The freshly fallen
snow felt like soft, fine sand that we could squeeze
and form into snowballs. It was fascinating. The most
amazing part was that a large tree that used to be
green, is now fransformed into a pristine white tree.
From the rooftops to the grounds, everything was
blanketed by powdery white snow, as if we were in
a silvery and shimmering world. Standing there, the
surrounding crisp air felt like the ice-cold air from a
freezer, which gave us a unique experience of being
in a frigid environment. For us born in the subtropical
climate regions, this was a special experience, and it
etched a deep impression in our minds.

Buddhist practitioners who haven’t attained
liberation or realization of dharma realm, sometimes
would read or hear the Venerable Master explaining
about liberated practitioners who have attained
realization of dharma realm. Since we haven't
reached attainment, we tend to use our imagination
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to make sense of it, which is quite different from the
reality of realizing the dharma realm. Some people
imagined the dharma realm as a different world,
believing that when people attained realization,
they would move to that world. This idea cannot
be further from the truth. Dharma realm is formless
and all-encompassing, yet it doesn’t encompass
anything. Where is one supposed to go? This
concept must be understood through cultivating until
attaining enlightenment and liberation. This cannot be
imagined.

People who haven't seen snow, relying only on
their imagination, cannot truly understand the snow-
laden landscape without personally experiencing it.
Ordinary people who do not understand the dharma
realm, cannot comprehend the pure and clear nature
of dharma realm. If only relying on the superficial
meanings of words, which are nothing more than
speculation and misunderstanding, it is not beneficial
for the practitioners. Instead, it creates hindrances to
one’s cultivation path.

Hence, one of the most important things to
learning and practicing Buddhism is to spend time
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with wise teachers and mentors. We need to listen to
and actualize their guidance and learn the correct
teachings. We must recognize and comprehend
the correct cultivation path and diligently practice
the teachings. We need to actualize every step
of the way ourselves until we realize the dharma
realm. Visiting the winter wonderland in person to
experience the actual wintery landscape differs from
seeing it in movies. Cultivation is similar. Only through
cultivating resolutely and experiencing insights can
we realize the dharma realm. One cannot understand
it by relying on the superficial meaning of words or
listening to others’ opinions to imagine what it is. |
wish all Buddhist practitioners to focus on the salient
points and not fall into the traps of meaningless and
superficial discussions of Buddhist theories.
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“Jen Chen Buddhist Blissful Culture Centre”
No.30, Lorong 27, Geylang
#05-01/02 Citiraya Centre, Singapore 388164

BIMEEHE, BERBRICRS
(BILZEEEEENHBINERTZE L bt )
A/c Name: Jen Chen Buddhist Blissful Culture Centre
Account No: 664-419173-001, OCBC Bank
Swift Code: OCBCSGSG

Tel: 65-6292 1881 Fax: 65-6841 9692
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Jen Chen Buddhist Blissful Culture Centre

No. 30 Lorong 27 Geylang
#05-01/02 Citiraya Centre Singapore 388164
Tel: (65) 6292 1881 / 6743 1030

www.humanblissmusic.com

Website
www.jenchenblissculture.com

Facebook Page
Bliss for humanity.com

YouTube Channel
Bliss for humanity

-56 -






HEATATEM S LI A
Bl A SOE HE A 1



