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Be Careful of Continual Influenceng
l Translated Article 3

R~

In ancient times India, there was a king who had
a white elephant. This white elephant was majestic
and powerful. He was fearless and victorious in
battles, which garnered lots of affection from the king.
The king often ordered the elephant to the execution

ground, to stump the convicts to death.

One day, the white elephants was relocated to
another site due to a fire incident. The new location
was in close proximity to a Buddhist temple. Every
morning and night, the sounds of sangha chanting can
be heard nearby. Overtime, the white elephant had
often heard about “doing good deeds advances to
heaven, doing bad deeds descends to darkness”. He
was deeply moved and influenced by such message
overtime; He began to develop compassion and had

a gentler and calmer demeanor.
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One day, the king asked this elephant to stump

a convict to death. When the convict was dragged
in front of the white elephant, he didn't want to
stump, only used his trunk to touch the convict a few
times, and left the convict. A few more convicts were
dragged in front of this elephant, and he reacted the

same way.

This king was puzzled by what he saw. He
asked his advisors to figure out the elephant’s change

in behavior. One advisor said “in my humble opinion,
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the elephant might be influenced by the chanting
sounds from the Buddhist temple twice a day. He has
developed compassion as a result. This might be why
he no longer behaves aggressively. If the elephant
can be relocated near a slaughter house, so that he
can see the killing scenes, and hear the killing sounds,
he might revert back to his aggressive and cruel

personality.”

The king thought this idea made sense, and
immediately ordered the elephant to be relocated near
the slaughter house. Sure enough, the white elephant

reverted back to his cruel and aggressive self.

One can see the power of continual influence
from this story. In ancient China, there was a story
of Mencius’s mother who moved three times to make
sure Mencius had the right environment to foster his
studies. Sentient beings’ subconscious has stored
many habitualtendency seeds. They will develop in

different conditions. In positive environments, positive
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seeds develop and positive behaviors thus take place.
In negative environments, negative seeds develop
and negative behaviors thus take place. This is why
Chinese have a proverb: “proximity to scarlet makes

one red, proximity to dark ink makes one black”.

Thus people ought to seek to be near positive
mentors, and stay away from negative people. People
also ought to select appropriate living environments.
During spare times, it's better to enjoy leisure activities
that have positive attributes, and stay away from
harmful places, which causes people to commit
negative deeds. Moreover, Buddhist practitioners have
to keep body, speech, and mind clean and pure. We
ought to spend more time in Buddhist temples to learn
Buddha's teachings, inspire to unfold wisdom, and be

able to practice wisdom in daily lives.

Nowadays, people have deep-rooted igno-
rance. It's not easy to learn or hear about Buddha's

teachings. It's even more difficult to cultivate and reach
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enlightenment. This is why people need to cultivate

and learn Buddhism step by step overtime. The best
method is to pay respect and follow the right Buddhist
teacher’s teachings, spend time with them frequently,
and practice the teachings in daily lives in order
to reduce habitual tendencies and unfold wisdom.
Otherwise, people will continue to do whatever
pleases them at the moment. People still will not
recognize the need to improve themselves, thus lose
the meaning of learning Buddhism; it doesn’t have

real benefits.
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Thus the beginning practitioners of Buddhism
need fo remember to be in close proximity to the right
Buddhist temples, cultivate Buddha's pure teachings
over time, be mindful of the teachings, and not to self-

indulge.
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“Jen Chen Buddhist Blissful Culture Centre”
No.30, Lorong 27, Geylang
#05-01/02 Citiraya Centre, Singapore 388164
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A/c Name: Jen Chen Buddhist Blissful Culture Centre
Account No: 664-419173-001, OCBC Bank
Swift Code: OCBCSGSG

Tel: 65-6292 1881 Fax: 65-6841 9692
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Jen Chen Buddhist Blissful Culture Centre

No. 30 Lorong 27 Geylang
#05-01/02 Citiraya Centre Singapore 388164
Tel: (65) 6292 1881 / 6743 1030

www.humanblissmusic.com

Website
www.jenchenblissculture.com

Facebook Page
Bliss for humanity.com

YouTube Channel
Bliss for humanity
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