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Merits Originate From
Making Offerings

Translated Article
S s

In the past, all residents in Rajagrha, Central
India, were very wealthy. People lived in different
districts in the city depending on the level of their
wealth. There were nine levels. One district was called
“Hundred-Million District”. All people living in this

district were multi-millionaires.

One person vowed to become the resident of
this *Hundred-Million District”. So he studied how to
do business, worked hard, and developed various
enterprises. He was also very frugal and saved his
earnings as much as possible. After more than ten
years, he saved nine million of gold, which was a little
bit short from the “ten-million” requirement to live in
this district. However, he was very sick and knew that
he did not have a lot of time left.

He had only one son, who was eight years old.
The son was smart, but could not manage his wealth.
So, in his will, he asked his wife: *“When our son
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grows up, you can transfer the wealth management
responsibilities to him. Let him expand more busine-
sses, so you can meet the requirements to move in
the district. Ask him to work even harder, create more
wealth, so you all can live there forever. Then, | will be
satisfied.” Shortly after the talk, he passed away.

After the family took care of his funeral, the wife
took his son to the family treasury vault, and told the
son: “Your father’s will wants you to manage the family
wealth when you grow up, and accumulate enough
wealth to be eligible to move in the Hundred-Million
District.”

Although the son was young, he knew and said
that: “If we don’t have wisdom to use our wealth
wisely, the damage could be worse than a venomous
snake. As we know, since ancient time, people committed
evil offenses to gain more wealth and caused endless
sufferings. Which wise person would like to live with
venomous snakes daily?” Although he understood,
his mother might not. So, he wanted to keep the
conversion brief, he calmly told his mother:

*| have wisdom, | am sure we can live in the
Hundred-Million District in the future to enjoy our huge
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wealth. So, you can transfer the asset management

responsibilities to me, and | will handle it.”

His kind and honest mother gave the son the key
to the family treasury vault and let him handle it. The
son took the majority of their wealth to make offering
to triple jewels, to print sutras, and to build stupas. He
also used the rest of their wealth to help poor people.
He exhausted all their wealth in just six months.

Although the mother had good merits, she has
no wisdom. She did not realize her son was actually a
great Bodhisattva with great wisdom and was already
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liberated from the cycle of birth and death. When
she saw him exhausted all their wealth, she became
really worried and did not know how they could live
on without having anything left. But she loved her
son dearly and would not want to scold him. She just
worried herself to death. Later on, the son was ill and
eventually died. The mother was in extremely pain
and sorrow.

During that time, there was one wealthy man in
the Hundred-Million District with eight billion of wealth
but had no son. He prayed for many years to have a
son to inherit his wealth. Because the responses from
the cause and condition from the aforementioned
Bodhisattva, he was reborn in this wealthy man's
family. After his birth, he knew his past life. When
the mother wanted to breastfeed him, he refused
insistently. The son’s appearance was flawless like a
heaven celestial being, his sound was loud, and was
very smart. Everyone loved him dearly. The father
recruited many nursing nannies to feed him, but the
son always rejected them. The mother of the son’s
previous life heard about the story, she went to pay
a visit and tried to hold him. The son saw his mother
from his previous life and was very happy and asked
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to be fed with the mother’s milk. The mother did not
have milk for a long time, but at this time, the milk just
came as she fed the son. Everyone was really happy.

The wealthy man discussed with his wife: “*We
prayed for having a son for so long, now we have
him. But he is quite unique and would not be held by
other people except this woman. So, | will like to take
her as my concubine so she can take care of our son.
What do you think?” His wife and family member all
thought this was a good idea. So, the wealthy man
built another house, married the woman and provided
her with a bountiful life.

One day, the son was with the mother alone,
suddenly the son opened his mouth and said:

“Dear mother, do you recognize me?” The
woman was very surprised and thought the young
child could not speak, but how could he ask a question
like this? That was very odd. So, she replied: "No, |
do not recognize you.”

The son said: | was your son. | took nine million
of gold from you to make offerings, to do good deeds
and to cultivate merits. When | died | was reborn as
the owner of the eight billion gold. | no longer need to
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worry about being enslaved by the wealth.”

The mother was so moved and cried with joy,
told her son:

"You do have great wisdom and know how to
do good deeds and to cultivate great merits so you
can have such good retributions. | was so stupid and
worked very hard with your father to accumulate
wealth all our life without a break of freedom.
Fortunately, | was not a miser and had no doubt; |
gave you the full control of our wealth, and let you
decide how to manage it without any evil thought. So,
now | can enjoy the good retribution with you.”

Later on, the wealthy man died and the son
inherited all his wealth. When he grew up, he crossed
over the residents in this district to learn the “Great-
Vehicle” Buddha Dharma. All residents eventually
became Great Vehicle Bodhisattvas.
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“Jen Chen Buddhist Blissful Culture Centre”
No.30, Lorong 27, Geylang
#05-01/02 Citiraya Centre, Singapore 388164

BIMEE S, BERABRICRS
(BICZEEEHMENGREINERETFE R il )
A/c Name: Jen Chen Buddhist Blissful Culture Centre
Account No: 664-419173-001, OCBC Bank
Swift Code: OCBCSGSG

Tel: 65-6292 1800 Fax: 65-6841 9692
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Jen Chen Buddhist Blissful Culture Centre

No. 30 Lorong 27 Geylang
#05-01/02 Citiraya Centre Singapore 388164
Tel: (65) 6292 1800 / 6743 1030

www.humanblissmusic.com

Website
www.jenchenblissculture.com

Facebook Page
Bliss for humanity.com

YouTube Channel
Bliss for humanity

-56 -



A AR ?

IRESTINAEANGT . P
UZ ka8 E, 1
A8 RETINZE

[FREH &= EMAE]



- HETTAS 2 W
RIS BT A

ol




